no LATER REFORMS AND TOURS TO EUROPE
belong to India, but were foreign royalties, like the Amir
of Afghanistan or the Shah of Persia; they were to join
with British India in homage to the King-Hmpcror. The
Princes were loyal to the King-Emperor with a passionate
loyalty, and they felt that the occasion was not one for
the personality of the Viceroy to be emphasised to the
extent of almost overshadowing the real purpose of the
Assemblage.

The particxilar points of difference were an elephant
procession and the use of scarlet livery. Lord Cur^on
wished to arrange an elephant procession in which the
Princes should take part, he himself being the central
figure. He consulted the Princes- The Maharaja objected,
and said so. The Resident, anxious to keep the peace,
protested, but the Maharaja very reasonably replied not
to the Resident, but to his own Minister:

'His Highness has promised his reply with the hope that
no harm or indignity would be offered if he freely expressed his
views; but if indignity or insult is to be the lot: of those who
honestly give out their views when asked to do so, he would
fain withdraw the letter, and give no reply at nil/ l

It was in his view ridiculous to construe an unwilling-
ness to fall in with the Viceroy's plans as a sign of dis-
respect to His Majesty, Nobody could he more anxious
to avoid discourtesy to the King-IXmpcrot^ but if that
was to be the view taken, why did they consult him at all ?

clt seems to him very hard that he should pretend
to do willingly, spontaneously, and as if it were of his
own accord, what is only forced upon him under the
threat of insult/x for it seems that those who refused
to accept would somehow be degraded in the assign-
ment of the seats* He would take part in the procession
if he was forced to do so, but he could not pretend to like
it. If the question of the procession touched the honour
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